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A VISIT WITH BARTH 


JAMES A, CRAIN 

me morning early in May during the 
t summer I received a telephone mes- 
2 at my pension in Geneva, from my 
d friend, Dr. M. R. Zigler, director of 
‘thren Service Commission activities 
Hurope, saying that he had been able to 
ange for a conference with Dr. Karl 
“th, the noted Swiss theologian, at his 
ne at Basel for five o’clock that eve- 
2g. Inasmuch as we planned to pass 
sugh Basel, on our way to Linz, Aus- 
, this seemed providential. In the 
‘ty were Dr. and Mrs. Zigler, Dr. Rufus 
vman, president of Bethel Seminary, 
-eago, the theological school maintained 
atly by the Church of the Brethren and 

Mennonites, and Mrs. Bowman, Dr. 
and Brubaker, head of the Brethren 
2ign mission board, and Mrs. Bru- 
er, and myself. Two young men of the 
thren Service Commission’s Austrian 
f, Ralph Smeltzer and Ira Gibble com- 
~ed the party. 
arrangements were made to leave 
neva at 11 a.m. Since Basel is about 
hours by ear this seemed ample to get 
3asel in time for the appointment. Un- 
tunately for me, the second car, in 
ich I was to travel, was delayed about 
» hours in departing, so that I arrived 
‘Basel late for the appointment. How- 
t, by making inquiry we were able to 
ate the Barth home and [ arrived be- 
2 the conference ended and had a short 
t with the noted theologian. 
“he Barth home is a modest two-story 
2k house on a quiet street of this Swiss 
7 on the banks of the upper Rhine, the 
t of house one would find in any mid- 
-class American community. The en- 
mee is directly from the street, very 
ch in the charcter of homes one sees in 
itimore. Dr. Barth’s study is on the 
ond floor and here the conference was 
d amid an array of books and manu- 
ipts representing the constant study of 
3 active religious mind. Barth himself 
1 well-preserved man of perhaps sixty, 
-y much the scholar and sage, but genial 
{ human. He speaks good English and 
1 delightful conversationalist. — 
3y agreement Dr. Bowman, himself a 
ologian, was to guide our part of the 
1versation. My notes indicate that Dr. 
wman’s first question, which set the 
irse of the whole conversation, was, 
’r. Barth, what do you consider to be 
. source of authority in the Christian 
igion? Is it the Bible, the Church, or 
. spirit of God speaking directly to 
n?’’ 
Barth’s reply was, according to notes 
de from Dr. Bowman’s report (for I 


DULLES CALLS FOR 
PEACE 


On Sunday, August 28, Senator John 
Foster Dulles (R. NY), spoke from the 
pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Watertown, N. Y., where his father was 
once pastor and where the Senator him- 
self as a lad attended church and Sunday 
school. The occasion was in honor of his 
minister-father and the Senator made use 
of it to lay upon individual Christians 
the obligation for the proper use of in- 
dividual efforts on behalf of a peaceful 
world. He said, in part: 

“‘The struggle for peace will never be 
won without the cumulative efforts of 
millions of individuals working in ways 
that develop moral power and organize it 
as a mobile force. If believers would di- 
rect their zeal for peace more into church 
and missionary channels, the prospect of 
war would steadily recede. 

‘Today our nation is relying greatly 
on material and military might. That is 
dangerous. <A nation that possesses a 
great military establishment is apt to be 
influenced by the counsel of persons who 
believe in the inevitability of war or who 
believe that good ends can be gained by 
violent means. Our present course skirts, 
dangerously, on the road to war. Our 
leaders take that risk because they feel 
there is no adequate alternative. Police 
makers work with the tools that, it seems, 
ean be made available. Economic and 
military power can be developed under 
the spur of laws and appropriations. But 
moral power does not derive from any act 
of Congress. It depends upon the rela- 
tions of a people to their God. It is to 
the churches to which we must look to 
develop the resources for the great moral 
offensive that is required to make human 
rights secure and to win a just and last- 
ing peace. 

“‘Nearly 2000 years ago Christ said, 
‘The truth shall make you free.’ Every 
one of the intervening years sustains that 
utterance. We meet here beneath a spire 
that points upward. That is symbolic. It 
points to the power above us from which 
we derive our spiritual strength, and it 
marks this building as the place where 
men can gather and draw that strength 
which alone enables those on earth to 
have the power to be free.”’ 
tl A 
was not present for this part of the con- 
versation), ‘‘The source of authority in 
the Christian religion is the revelation of 
God through Christ. It is not the Bible. 
The Bible is not an infallible book. Only 
God is infallible. It is not the fellowship 
(he used the German term ‘geminde,’ the 

(Cont. on Page 4, Col. 2) 


THE UN ASSEMBLY 
RE-CONVENES 


WALTER W. SIKES 

The fourth meeting of the General As- 
sembly of the United Nations convened 
at Flushing Meadows, New York, on Sep- 
tember 20. Some 73 items are on its 
crowded agenda, many of which will pro- 
voke much sharp debate. But the atmos- 
phere in which this discussion and the re- 
sulting decision will be carried on is vast- 
ly improved over that which enshrouded 
the meetings that began a year ago in 
Paris at the third annual session. 

The present session of the General As- 
sembly will serve both as a barometer to 
measure the intensity of the conflict and 
as a means of resolving it. It is regret- 
able that the Assembly will have to work 
under the shadow of certain efforts to dis- 
credit the United Nations in the United 
States. Senator Pat McCarran released 
in early August an unsupported state- 
ment that a ‘‘mystery witness’? had 
charged that the UN Secretariat was 
rampant with Soviet spies and in the grip 
of a ‘‘Red terror.’’ The story made front 
page headlines in many newspapers. Of- 
ficial refutation of the charges was made 
by Mr. Bryon Price and _ Secretary of 
State Acheson. The facts are that of the 
3000 employees of the Secretariat only 70 
are from the countries of the Soviet bloc, 
about half the number alloted to these na- 
tions under the terms of the Charter. 
Since the nations are full members of 
UN they have undoubted right to have 
their own representatives and office staffs 
at Lake Success and to have at least a few 
of their people on the general office staff. 


Marn Issurs BerorE ASEMBLY 

Of the 70-odd issues on the agenda five 
will be of special interest and importance. 
These are given here without regard to 
the order of importance or the schedule 
on which they will come before the As- 
semly. 

The first of these are the ‘‘watchdog’’ 
commissions in Korea and in the Balkans, 
where the Assembly maintains continuous 
guard lest the tensions at these points of 
Soviet-Western contact break into actual 
conflict. While the United Nations has no 
military forces at either point — nor any- 
where else, its constant surveillance and 
reporting to the world exerts a moral re- 
straint that makes for peace. The Soviet 
Union and satellites oppose both of these 
commissions, and the almost unanimous 
support of them by the other member 
states of the UN has been one of the fact- 
ors that has weakened the position of the 
Communist states before the bar of world 

(Continued on Page 4, Column 3) 
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“EIGHT MILLION POUNDS 
IS NOT ENOUGH” 


RutH E. MInNer 

‘‘Church World Service reports that 
American Protestants have contributed 
more than eight million pounds of relief 
supplies for refugees in Europe and Asia 
during the past two years,’’ said Dr. 
James A. Crain, executive secretary of the 
department of Social Welfare of The 
United Christian Missionary Society, on 
his return from a six months trip to 
Europe, ‘‘but I say that eight million 
pounds is not enough. There are at least 
15,000,000 refugees and homeless in 
Europe alone, in refugee camps in Austria 
and Germany, trying to maintain some 
sort of existence among the already over- 
burdened populations of France and West 
Germany, and living from hand to mouth 
in Italy. Robert Tobias, of the World 
Council of Churches, reports that destitu- 
tion is all but universal in Greece. With 
my own eyes I have seen the tragic need 
of these refugees and something of their 
gratitude for a bit of crop food and for 
clothing, shoes and other articles distri- 
buted through Church World Service. 
Wight million pounds is good; but it is not 
enough. This is no time to let up in our 
giving. Peace in Europe, or anywhere else, 
will not be secure as long as there are mil- 
linos of people who are hungry, homeless, 
hopeless, and helpless in the world. I have 
seen the distribution of CWS and CROP 
materials. I know how great the need is 
and how grateful the people are.’’ 

The weeks through Thanksgiving Day 
are being stressed this year for collections 
of clothing. Men’s clothing is one of the 
great needs. Also coats, sweaters, sturdy 
shoes (no high-heeled, narrow last, open- 
toed shoes or sandals), practical dresses, 
suits, underwear and stockings for women 
and children are needed. Layettes and 
blankets, quilts, sheets and piece goods, 
including mill ends, can readily be used. 

Since costs of sorting, repacking and 
shipping relief materials is increasing, 
contributing individuals and organiza- 
tions are asked to send 8¢e per pound of 
their contribution to cover this cost. 
Checks or money orders for the proper 
amount should be sent to the CWS ware- 
house or center to which goods are ship- 
ped. The following ‘‘Church World Serv- 
ice Relief Center,’’ will accept your con- 
tributions. 

7122%4 Compton Ave., Los Angeles 1, Calif. 
21 Eleventh Street, San Francisco 3, Calif. 
New Windsor, Maryland 

568 First Avenue South, Seattle 4, Wash. 
510 S. Elm Street, Webster Groves 19, Mo. 
601 South Olympia Street, New Orlean 19, 
214 East 21st Street, New York 10, N. Y. 
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NOTES FROM WASHINGTON 


H. R. 4567, the bill to liberalize the Dis- 
placed Persons Act of 1948, was passed 
by the House on June 2, and is now in 
a sub-committee of the Senate Judiciary, 
headed by Senator Pat McCarran of Ne- 
vada. In response to pressure, hearings 
were opened, but only on such groups as 
Arabs, ethnic Germans, and Pakistanians 
—people not considered DPs in the pres- 
ent law. 

At a Democratic Policy Committee 
meeting on August 9, Senator McCarran 
said that he could see no need for further 
legislation at this time. Senate Demo- 
cratic Leader Scott Lucas then took the 
unusual step of going to a Republican 
Policy meeting and announcing that he 
would support a motion to discharge the 
Judiciary Committee from further con- 
sideration of the bill. Senator Homer 
Ferguson, Michigan, a member of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, has an- 
nounced that he intends to circulate a 
petition asking that the sub-committee be 
discharged. 

YS 

Anti-Poll Tax Bills. For the fifth time 
since 1940, the House on July 26 passed 
and sent to the Senate a bill outlawing the 
poll tax. The bill, H. R. 3199, has been 
referred to a sub-committee of the Senate 
Committee on Rules and Administration, 
consisting of John Stennis, Mississippi, 
Garrett Withers, Kentucky, and Kenneth 
Wherry, Nebraska. This sub-committee 
has held no bearings and no action is 
scheduled. 

Ya 

Anti-Lynching Legislation. The Senate 
Judiciary Committee has reported favor- 
ably on S. 91, a bill which makes it a 
crime to conspire with peace officers to 
aid lynchers in any way, but does not 
make participation in a lynch mob a fed- 
eral crime. This bill now awaits action 
by the whole Senate. The House sub- 
committee of the Judiciary has held hear- 
ings on the many bills before it, but has 
not taken any further action. 

eA 

FEPC. Congressman Adam Clayton 
Powell, Jr., sponsor of H. R. 4453, to set 
up a Fair Employment Practices Com- 
mission, believes his bill, already reported 
by the House Committee on Education 
and Labor, will stand a better chance in 
January than it does at this session. In 
the Senate, Majority Leader Seott Lucas 
has said that he hopes that the Adminis- 
tration’s FEPC bill, S. 1728, will be 
placed on the calendar before recess. 
Supporters expect both bills to reach the 
floor in January. 

eo 

Cw Rights Bills. Sub-committees of 
both the House and Senate Judiciary 
Committees have held hearings on iden- 
tical Administration omnibus civil rights 
bills, S. 1725 and H. R. 4682. These bills 
establish a Commission on Civil Rights 
in the Executive Branch, provide for a 
reorganization of the civil rights activi- 
ties of the Department of Justice, and 
create a joint Congressional Committee 


’ relief of 3500 Chinese students now stud 


on Civil Rights. The bills also cont) 


interstate transportation. nfo 
ment provisions of the omunbus bill a 
of the FEPC bill present difficulties }' 


ion necessary or desirable in such legis’ 
tion. 


ih 


Aid for Students. On August 1, { 
House passed H. R. 5602, a bill for (| 


ing in the U. S. The bill would ma 
available $4,000,000 of unexpended C}. 
nese ECA funds to those students wh 
have been cut off from the support of t 
Chinese government. The Senate took t 
same action in the form of an amendmej 
to the Foreign Aid Appropriations B 
which has passed both houses and is ne 
in conference. The amendment will pro; 
ably be included in the final Foreign A 
Bill. Congress has also passed the mea 
ure sponsored by Senator H. Alexandé 
Smith, New Jersey, providing that all ful 
ther payments by Finland on its Worl 
War I debt be applied to a fund to enab} 
Finnish students to study in the U.S. ¢ 
to purchase books and technical equij 
ment for schools in Finland. 


SENATORS FAVOR WOR 
GOVERNMENT PLANS 


The 81st Congress has shown marke 
interest in the idea of world government 
In the Senate, 38 members have gone 
record as sponsoring one or more of thre 
resolutions leading to more effective in 
ternational government. 


S. Res. 133, by Sparkman, Alabam 
and supported by Ely Culbertson, aim 
at the establishment of an internationa 


police force through the revision of 
UN Charter. 


‘‘from States not possessing large mili 
tary establishments’’ and responsible t 
the Defense Committee set up under th 
Atlantic Pact. Eleven Senators backer 
this resolution. 


S. Con. Res. 57, by Kefauver, Tennes 
see, backed by the Atlantic Union Com 
mittee, including Clarence Streit, favor 
calling a convention of the Atlantic Pae 
democracies to explore the possibilities 0 
a federal union among themselves. High 
teen Senators support. 


S. Con. Res. 56, by Tobey of N. H 
backed by the United World Federalist 
aims at the strengthening of the UN 
seeking its development into a Wo 
Federation open to all nations with 
fined and limited powers adequate t 
preserve peace and prevent aggressio 
through the enactment, interpretatior 
and enforcement of world law. The reso 
lution is sponsored by 22 Senators an 
has the support of more than 100 Cor 
gressmen. 

(Adapted from newsletter of Frien¢ 
Committee on National Legislation.) 
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JAMES A. CRAIN 


| 
kew Christian Vocation Developing? 
f department of Reconstruction and 
Her-Church Aid of the World Council 
| hurches suggests that a new type of 
jistian vocation may now be developing 
yo the post-war practice of sending 
f:t-term workers to Hurope to aid in 
fet and reconstruction work. A good 
fay American communions have sent 
‘kers to Europe for short terms of serv- 
fof this nature, usually on a subsistence 
zs. These workers have done service so 
»ptable that in many cases their send- 
»churches are being asked to extend the 
n of service or to make it a long term 
“ice. It is also possible that the experi- 
t may result in exchange of workers 
ween American and Kuropean church- 


MOLC Pays Out. Critics of federal wel- 
. projects should take note of the fact 
st at least one such project is paying 
and making a proiit. The Home 
mers Loan Corporation, established in 
-3 When millions of families were 
satened with loss of their homes, 
LC made more than a million emer- 
-ey loans totaling 3% billion dollars. 
“this amount 91% has been repaid, with 

plus of interest earnings of $1,468, 
,» Which will increase, say HOLC of- 
Ss, in the agency’s few remaining 


Vant a New War. Millions of people 
y living in eastern Europe, are actively 
cking toward a new war as their only 
e of escape from the tyranny of the 
alled ‘‘Kastern democracies,’’ says 
ilius Rill, writing to the Paris edition 

he New York Herald-Tribune, under 
e of August 1. Rill, who claims to have 
mt more than four years in eastern 
rope and to have learned his facts first- 
d, says, ‘‘The only hope of these people 
life is in war—that is a horrible para- 
In the outlook of these millions of 
ple the future third world war is a 

Tier of freedom, security and human 
ints. . . . ‘There must be an end’ are 
ir words.’’ This statement about con- 
ions within eastern Europe confirms 
: observations of the writer of this col- 
nm among refugees in Austria and Ger- 
ny during the past summer. They, too, 
their only hope for the future in a 
y war that will drive Russia back be- 
ad her former frontiers and overthrow 
Communist regimes now in control of 
sir homelands. 

LAMA Elects Negro. The American 

sdical Association, dominant factor in 

nerican medical affairs, has just elected 
first Negro to its House of Delegates, 
governing assembly of AMA. An- 
neement of the election of Dr. Peter 
Murray, of New York, was made by 

MA’s general manager, Dr. George F. 

all, in an address to the National Medi- 

1 Association (Negro) in Detroit on 

rigust 9. Gratification over these ad- 

‘nees in human relations must always be 

mpered by a sense of humility that it 

ok so long to do it. 


SOCIAL ACTION NEWS-LETTER 
A PASTOR SPEAKS OUT 


A commendable example of local church 
Christian social education and of con- 
structive criticism of denominational and 
interdenominational social pronounce- 
ments was set by Pastor Colbert S. Cart- 
wright, of the Union Avenue Christian 
Church, Litchfield, Illinois, recently. In 
his parish paper, under date of Septem- 
ber 2, Mr. Cartwright printed in full the 
Federal Council’s annual Labor Sunday 
Message. Then on his editorial page he 
availed himself of the opportunity to urge 
his people to read it in full, at the same 
time cite what he regards as its vagueness 
and ineffectiveness. In his editorial com- 
ment, Mr. Cartwright said, 

‘I believe the message of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America concerning Labor is an import- 
ant pronouncement and should be read by 
every church member. Because of its 
length it is necessary that I limit my mes- 
sage this week. I simply urge you to turn 
to the message right now and read it. This 
is a message prepared by outstanding re- 
ligious leaders from many church denomi- 
nations. 

‘‘My own feeling is that the message is 
much too vague. It appears that the lead- 
ers believe that if they come right out and 
say what they think, most church folk will 
disagree with them. I will be interested in 
your comments about this message. What 
do you think is really being said in the 
proclamation ?”’ 

For our money, Mr. Cartwright’s forth- 
right yet temperate words are worth a 
bushel of private complaints. His proced- 
ure is simple. He publishes the message, 
urges his people to read it as an import- 
ant religious pronouncement, expresses 
his own feelings about it, and asks his 
people to do likewise. That is good Chris- 
tian education. Take a bow, Mr. Cart- 
wright, for setting a good example! 

When something significant in the area 
of social education and action appears in 
your parish paper, why not send a mark- 
ed copy to the editors of Social Action 
News-Letter? 


WARNING REGARDING 
SERVICE GIFTS 


Local church groups planning mission- 
ary service projects are reminded that 
great care should be exercised in the 
choice of projects in order to be certain 
that the items selected can be shipped to 
the country for which they are intended, 
that they can be used there, and that the 
import duties are not prohibitive. In some 
cases the payment of duty has imposed a 
hardship on the missionary recipient. 
Groups are also urged not to inaugurate a 
project for a particular missionary with- 
out first corresponding with that person 
about sizes, usability of the item, and — 
again — the customs duty! One mission- 
ary received a personal gift on which the 
duty was ten dollars — and none of the 
things sent could be worn because _they 
were too small. Write Mrs. Ruth Milner, 
222 South Downey Avenue, Indianapolis 
7, Indiana, for help on these matters. 


CRISIS IN DP PROGRAM 


Because of the slow response of Protes- 
tant groups in providing assurances for 
their quota of Displaced Persons await- 
ing resettlement, Church World Service 
has been faced with the necessity of mak- 
ing blanket assurance for the 18,500 
Protestants remaining in refugee camps 
in Europe or turning them over to other 
agencies (Catholic and Jewish) or leav- 
ing them stranded without hope. It has 
elected to take the former course, that is, 
to make a blanket assurance for the entire 
Protestant group. In turn, Church World 
Service is asking its member communions, 
of which the Disciples of Christ is one, to 
undergird its commitment by securing as- 
surances for resettlement of 1,000 DP’s 
among Christian friends in America. 


Since the International Refugee Organi- 
zation is slated to go out of business on 
June 30, 1950, it is imperative that we act 
quickly. Sponsoring individuals and or- 
ganizations provide a job, secure housing, 
provide transportation from the port of 
landing to destination, and agree to be- 
friend the newcomers until they are estab- 
lished in their new communities. The IRO 
pays ocean transport. 

In view of the seriousness of the situ- 
ation and the need for imperative action, 
the board of trustees of the UCMS at its 
September meeting voted the following 
program to secure the assurances which 
the Disciples of Christ have been asked to 
provide: 

1. To ask Mrs. Ruth Milner, national 
director of church and community service 
to make resettlement of displaced persons 
a major item in her program during the 
fall and winter months, canvassing every 
ehurch in the brotherhood by letter and 
making personal field approaches to as 
many churches as possible. 

2. To cooperate with agencies that 
maintain reception center for temporary 
eare of DPs brought to this country for 
placement under blanket assurance. This 
will eliminate the long wait between the 
giving of the assurance and the arrival of 
the individual or family in the commun- 
ity. 

3. To give continued cooperation to 
local churches and _ individuals which 
sponsor DPs in order to facilitate the ad- 
justment of the newcomers to a new en- 
vironment and new ways of living and to 
help sponsors to a better understanding 
of the background and habits of their 
newly acquired friends. Experience has 
shown that this service is of great import- 
ance in creating understanding between 
Displaced Persons and sponsors. 

One Disciple family is making room in 
its home for a man, his wife and child. 
Another family has found a job for the 
husband, and the church is paying the 
cost of transportation from the port of 
entry to the point of resettlement. No 
church is too small to undertake sponsor- 
ship of at least one family. Many skills 
are available among the DPs. In fact, 
they constitute a cross-section of the sort 
of people we find in the average American 
community. 


a 


DISCIPLES ATTEND LABOR- 
= CHURCH SEMINARS 


On invitation of the department of the 
Church and Economie Life of the Federal 
Council of Churches, two groups of Dis- 
ciple ministers have been selected to at- 
tend national labor conventions and 
share in seminar programs conducted 
under the auspices of the department. 
Those invited to join the seminar in con- 
nection with the 1949 convention of the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations at 
Cleveland, Ohio, October 31-November 1, 
‘are A. Dale Fiers, Euclid Avenue Chris- 
tian Church, Cleveland, Herald B. Mon- 
roe, secretary, Ohio Christian Missionary 
Society, Hoke S. Dickinson, Franklin 
Cirele Church, Cleveland, Franklin Minck, 
High Street Church, Akron, and _ Dr. 
Oliver W. Schroeder, Jr. School of Law, 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland. 


For the seminar in connection with the 
American Federation of Labor conven- 
tion at St. Paul, Minnesota, October 6-7, 
invitations have been extended to J. B. 
Young, Lake Harriet Christian Church, 
Minneapolis, Vernon Stagner, Director 
of Religious Education, Dr. Frank N. 
Gardner, College of the Bible, Drake Uni- 
versity, Des Moines, Iowa, Wallace W. 
Pomplun, Jr., and W. W. Wilson, of Min- 
neapolis, and C. S. Hautzenrader, First 
Church, St. Paul. 


Seminars are also conducted in connect- 
ion with the annual meetings of such or- 
ganization as the Cooperative League, the 
National Association of Manufacturers, 
and the American Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion. 

The purpose of the seminars is to ac- 
quaint pastors with the work of business 
labor-farmer organizations, to enable them 
to secure a better grasp of the basic pro- 
blems confronting each group and to de- 
velop closer relations between the church 
and those served by these agencies. 


The seminar program begins with a 
breakfast for fellowship and orientation 
on the first day, following which the 
seminar group is welcomed to the morn- 
ing session of the convention. At noon 
there is a luncheon featuring a speaker 
from the convention, usually one of its 
better known leaders. During the after- 
noon the seminar group attends the con- 
vention sessions again. The evening ses- 
sion is a dinner meeting with an address 
by a member of the convention, followed 
by general discussion. The second day fol- 
lows the same pattern, except that in the 
afternoon the seminar group continues in 
session throughout the afternoon to dis- 
cuss the implications of the seminar for 
national and local church programs. 


The seminar idea has been cordially re- 
ceived by the business-labor-farmer  or- 
ganizations as offering an opportunity 
for church leaders to get better acquaint- 
ed with their activities. It has likewise of- 
fered an opportunity for representatives 
of these organizations to get better’ ac- 
quainted with church leaders and to learn 
more about the church and its program. 
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THE SAME OLD STORY 


On Saturday night, September 17 the 
S. S. Noronic, a Great Lakes excursion 
steamer, with better than 500 passengers 
tied up at the dock at Toronto, Ontario. 
Sometime in the small hours of Sunday 
morning the cry of ‘‘Fire!’’ was heard. 
Reports are conflicting. Some say there 
was an explosion. But all agree that in a 
matter of minutes the ship was in flames 
and many passengers, trapped in their 
berths and staterooms, never had a chance. 
Some managed to gain the deck and es- 
cape. Others plunged over the side and 
were drowned. Others went to their flam- 
ing deaths in screaming terror. As these 
lines are being written three days later 
the death toll stands at 130, with 20 mis- 
sing. © 
While final judgment must await of- 
ficial investigations, here and there clues 
have appeared in the press. The fire ‘‘ap- 
parently’’ started in the bar. Mrs. Anna 
Peden, wife of a South Bend, Indiana, 
high school teacher, one of those who es- 
caped, is quoted by Associated Press as 
saying that before the fire started ‘‘there 
was drinking and rioting all over the 
ship.’’ We do not know Mrs. Peden and 
have no means of knowing whether her 
statement is true or is simply the result of 
a distraught imagination, but the pattern 
is familiar. Cruise ships have long had 
the reputation of being floating booze 
joints. It is incredible that ship-owners 
and hotel owners will endanger the lives 
ot ‘their patrons for the sake of liquor 
profits, but such seems to be the case. 


A VISIT WITH BARTH 
(Cont. from Page 1, Col. 2) 
equivalent of the Greek ‘koinonia’), but it 
is above the fellowship. I believe in the 
fellowship (again, the ‘geminde’), but the 
kingdom of God is above the fellowship. 
The kingdom of God is the reality of God 

in our midst.’’ 

If this seems to the average Ameri- 
can Christian to leave the source of re- 
ligious authority somewhat vague, it will 
perhaps help a bit to say that he sees the 
source of spiritual authority not in the 
Roman Catholic doctrine of the authority 
of the Church, nor yet in the Protestant 
view of the ultimate authority of the 
Scriptures, but in God constantly reveal- 
ing himself through Christ in the king- 
dom of God, which is, as he says, ‘‘the 
reality of God in our midst.’’ 

For Disciples of Christ this is familiar 
doctrine. The contribution made by our 


movement in its inception more than a 
-hundred years ago was to lift up Christ 


above the creeds as the complete and final 
revelation of God to man. In our zeal it 
was perhaps natural that we should at 
times appear to make the Bible the 
supreme authority instead of Christ. But 
with the maturity of the years we have 
come to see that it is the Living Christ, 


“contemporaneous and intuitive,’’ always 


in the present tense, (‘‘Before Abraham 
was, Ak am.’’), revealing himself through 
the Bible, through the Church, and 


through the prophetic minds of men com- 


pletely dedicated to Him, that is the 
source of ultimate spiritual authority. - 


October, 1941 
ASSEMBLY RE-CONVENE 


(Cont. from Page 1, Col. 3) q 
opinion. The Assembly will decide whethe; 
these commissions are to be continued, 

A second issue of importance is that 0 
the ‘‘Little Assembly,’’ of the Interin 
Committee, which was established in 194 
against the opposition of the Soviet blog 
but with the overwhelming support of th 
rest of the members. The report of thi 
committee on its work of seeking to re 
solve disputes by investigation and repor 
will be watched with interest. There 1 
little doubt that the committee will be con 
tinued, and that the Soviet bloc will con 
tinue to oppose it and to boycott its work 

A third issue is that of the dispositio. 
of the former Italian colonies in Afric: 
At the previous Assembly, strong pres 
sures were brought to bear, with the 
United States and Britian being chie 
proponents, to parcel these colonies ow 
so as to restore and maintain the ol 
colonial rule under new masters for som 
areas and under the old master, Italy, for 
others. This effort was defeated. And @ 
a consequence, the disposition of thes 
peoples will be much more in keeping witl 
the intentions of the Charter of the UN 
A United Nations trusteeship, looking t 
complete independence, will be sought fo: 
some of these colonies, and efforts will br 
made to dispose of the others in a manne 
that will be aeceptable to the peoples in 
volved. One controversial matter that wil 
be involved is the determination of the 
United States and the Western bloe t 
establish military hegemony over the are 
whatever the political arrangements made 


THE PALESTINE ISSuE 

Another issue of worldwide interest wil 
be the effort of the newest member of the 
United Nations, Israel, to retain control af 
Jerusalem against the efforts to inte 
nationalize the Holy City. The UN Cor 
ciliation Commission for Palestine recom 
mended to the third Assembly in Pari 
that the city be held under a specia 
trusteeship of the UN. Involved also is the 
recommendation that an unlimited num 
ber of Arabs be admitted to Israel — 
move which is opposed by Israeli repre 
sentatives who contend that this would 
mean an Arab state under the name o 
Israel. 


Perhaps the most important issue in the 
long run will be the actions taken by thi 
Assembly upon long time plans propose¢ 
by the Economic and Social Council, sup 
ported by the proposal of President Tru: 
man in his inaugural address, known a 
‘‘Point Four,’’ intended to initiate pre 
cesses of economic development of the 
underdeveloped areas of the world. Thesé 
plans call for the mobilization of th 
technical skills and the development 
natural resources of the backward areas 
by which the United Nations, through its 
Specialized Agencies, will work with the 
several countries to raise the level of liv: 
ing for all. This is perhaps the most am 
bitious and far reaching social program 
ever conceived by men. And to move ever 
a little in the direction of its realization 
will be a gain for the peace of the world, 
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